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THIS NO SHOULD BE PREFIXED TO THE ANSWER 


January 15, 1950. 


Reverend Mother M. Philotera and 

Reverend Mother M. Reginalda 

Provincials 

The Poor Sisters of St. Francis Seraph of Perpetual Adoration 


Reverend and dear Mothers: 


I am pleased to inform you that 
on the memorable occasion of the Seventy-fifth Anniversary 
of the coming to the United States of the Poor Sisters of 
St. Francis Seraph of Perpetual Adoration our Most Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XII, has very graciously deigned to 
bestow upon all the members of this pone Dee aulon his spe- 
cial Apostolic Benediction. 


This Blessing is granted as a token of the paternal 
affection of His Holiness in recognition of the splendid and 
outstanding work of the Sisters in schools, hospitals, 
orphanages and homes for the aged during the past three 
quarters of a century, a work that has extended into eight 
archdioceses and eight dioceses in this. country. It is the 
prayer of the Sovereign Pontiff that his Apostolic Blessing 
will bring with it many graces to reward for such devoted 
service to the cause of the Divine Master and will stand 
as a pledge of heavenly favor for the years to come. 


While conveying this august message of the Supreme 
Pastor I wish to add my own personal congratulations and 
good wishes. Knowing well the extraordinary progress of 
the Poor Sisters of St. Francis during the past seventy- 
five years I extend my heartiest felicitations and my 
sincerest best wishes. 


Devotedly yours in Christ, 
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CLEMENT CARDINAL MICARA 
Cardinal Protector 
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MoTHER THERESA BONZEL 


Foundress of the Congregation of the Poor Sisters 
St. Francis Seraph of the Perpetual Adoration 
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General Motherhouse 
Olpe, Westphalia, Germany 
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First Step Forward 


Historic recognition for notable service and fidelity to a country is frequently lauded 
by distinguished men of a nation, but recognition for service and unwavering loyalty 
to God and His Church is often climaxed with protest and resistance by these same men. 
Then God proposes the award. Such was the situation of the Congregation of the Poor 
Sisters of St. Francis Seraph of the Perpetual Adoration, founded by Sister M. Theresa 
Bonzel at Olpe, a thriving town of the Prussian Province of Westphalia, Germany. 
Her entire life was zealously devoted to the relief of the sick, the suffering, and to the 
education of especially poor, neglected children. Following divine inspirtaion, she and 
two equally zealous companions obtained the approval of the Right Rev. Conrad Martin, 
Bishop of Paderborn, to establish a Community to devote their lives entirely to the care 
of the sick and the education of children. This was on the 29th of September, 1859, 
and within the short space of about one year’s time, on December 20, 1860, Theresa 
Bonzel, her two companions, and several other pious maidens were invested in the habit, 
and by the authority of Bishop Martin, formed the Congregation of the Poor Sisters of 
St. Francis Seraph of the Perpetual Adoration. On August 6, 1863, Sister M. Theresa was 
appointed Superioress General of the small Community, which position she held for a 
period of forty years. 

After the Franco-Prussian War of 1870, the Empress Augusta presented the Congre- 
gation with the Iron Cross of Merit for noted service to the country. A material reward, 
but it sums up the sublime charity of the Franciscan Sisters motivated by a love acquired 
through interior union with God. Then came the greater Cross, the greater award for 
loyal service to His Cause, the blessing in disguise — promulgation of the drastic May 
Laws climaxing the turbulent times of civil and religious conflict. 

Reaction followed immediately. A great struggle for the rights and self-government 
of the Catholic Church was clearly in progress. Almost inevitably some religious orders 
and congregations were soon to feel the effects of the strife. Reverend Mother Theresa 
Bonzel was keenly alive to the danger. She stressed again and again her determination 
that the Congregation should survive, even though it should be suppressed in Germany. 
To her and her religious family, America loomed as the Land of Promise, as a place of 
refuge. Mother Theresa earnestly sought guidance from the Holy Spirit and begged 
St. Joseph and St. Francis to intercede in her cause. 


Her prayers were answered when, in 1875, Bishop Joseph Dwenger from the Diocese 
of Fort Wayne, Indiana, visited the Convent at Olpe. Mother Theresa inquired about 
the possibilities of founding a branch of the Congregation in America. The Bishop 
gladly welcomed the establishment of the Congregation in the Fort Wayne Diocese. 


On November 26, 1875, six Sisters of St. Francis, Sisters Clara, Bonaventura, Agatha, 
Rose, Augustine, Alphonsa, chosen by Mother Theresa after prayerful consideration, 
left their homeland, boarded the ship at Rotterdam, and sailed for the United States. 


Their arrival in New York on the 12th of December, 1875, and in Lafayette on the 
14th, was an inauspicious one, but in the designs of God it was the grain of mustard seed 
which developed into a mighty tree. The Diocese of Fort Wayne had a group of Sisters 
possessing courage and stamina of heroic proportions. The Poor Sisters Seraph of the 
Perpetual Adoration had added a new sphere of activity to their great campaign for 
the cause of Christ. Truly the persecution of the Church in Germany proved a blessing 
for the Church in America. 


Beginnings In America 


For a temporary home after their arrival in Lafayette, the Sisters occupied a small 
building which served as hospital and convent. Ten months later, on June 11, 1876, 
the cornerstone of the first St. Elizabeth Hospital and Provincial House was laid. Despite 
the Sisters’ narrow margin 
of security and necessities 
of life, they had achieved 
their first objective —a 
Community in America. 
These first years were re- 
plete with untold priva- 
tions and hardships, but 
trust in God was equal to 
great faith. In prosperity 
and adversity, the Sisters 
depended upon God’s 
Providence. The hourly ro- 
tation in perpetual adora- 
tion of our Blessed Lord in 
the Most Holy Eucharist 
was the source of strength 


First Home in America 


and courage to overcome all obstacles. To take care of the heavy increase in patients, due 
to the rapid growth of the city of Lafayette and a change of attitude on the part of 
the people toward hospital care, St. Elizabeth Hospital was enlarged periodically and 
equipped to meet all requirements. Thus Mother Theresa’s objective of caring for the 
sick was realized, and soon after, the other also of educating youth, when she sent six 
qualified instructors from Olpe to teach in St. Boniface parochial school in Lafayette, 
Indiana. 
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First St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lafayette, Indiana 


Extension of Activities 


In the battle against prejudice and indifference, the weapons of prayer, humility, 
poverty, and sacrifice had been irresistible, for within less than three years, on Reverend 
Mother Theresa’s first visit to the new mission in 1878, she arranged for the foundation 
of the first house outside of Lafayette, Indiana — that of St. Mary Hospital, Columbus, 
Nebraska. Thus the period of expansion took firm root in the western as well as in the 
eastern states. Within eleven years, 1876-1887, the Community established six hospitals 
and assumed charge of seven schools located in the states of Indiana, Ohio, Nebraska, 
and Kansas. Expansion continued. New hospitals were going up and old ones constantly 
enlarged, making a grand total of twenty hospitals by the year 1923 in additional states 
of Illinois, Tennessee, Kentucky, Colorado, and New Mexico. Although these hospitals 
had small beginnings, they developed rapidly and rank today among the most modern 
hospitals of the country. Schools of nursing education are located at St. Elizabeth’s, 
Lafayette, Indiana; St. Joseph’s, Omaha, Nebraska; St. Alexis’, Cleveland, Ohio; St. 
Anthony’s, Denver, Colorado; St. Francis’, Grand Island, Nebraska; St. Elizabeth’s, 
Lincoln, Nebraska; St. Joseph’s, Memphis, Tennessee; St. Margaret’s, Hammond, Indi- 
ana; St. Anthony’s, Louisville, Kentucky; St. Francis’, Evanston, Illinois; St. Anthony’s, 
Terre Haute, Indiana. 


The work of education ran parallel in impor- 
tance to the care of the sick. Even during the 
formative period of the educational system 
throughout the country, the Sisters were given 
every opportunity for professional and scholastic 
training. As early as 1882, St. Francis Academy 
in Columbus, Nebraska, taught by the Sisters of 
St. Francis, became the center for teacher training 
until 1892, when certificates were issued from St. 
Francis Normal School in Lafayette as well. Com- 
plying with increasing demands for the profes- 
sional training of its teachers, the Community has 
kept pace with educational developments and state 
requirements. St. Francis College located in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, and The College of St. Joseph on 
the Rio Grande in New Mexico, both incorporated 
under the laws of the respective states and em- 
powered to confer academic honors and degrees, 
offer every advantage to their students, Sisters as 
well as seculars. 


St. Francis Normal School 
Lafayette, Indiana 


Expansion of the Community 


The success of the Community in America depended upon its growth of membership. 
Candidates came from all sections of the country to augment the Community at 
Lafayette, making it possible to comply generously with the many requests that were 
made for its services. With this help and the wholehearted co-operation of Bishops and 
Priests, the expansion and success of the Community became a reality. The Provincial 
House supplied the energies and vitalities needed for the work of the daughters of 
St. Francis. Here the candidates received their religious and professional training in 
preparation for the religious life and for the work of the Community. The Rule 
adopted by the Congregation in 1863 was that of the Third Order of St. Francis. 
At the petition of the Superioress General, Mother Theresa, through the Bishop of 
Paderborn, His Holiness Pope Leo XIII, in a decree of April 5, 1897, “‘extolled and 
commended the Congregation.” In 1931, His Holiness Pope Pius XI elevated the 
Congregation to the status of a recognized Congregation with approbation of the 
Holy See. This was a crowning tribute to Mother Theresa and the pioneering Sisters 
who built the structure well on the foundation of virtue and sacrifice. 

It was on Reverend Mother Theresa’s second visit to America in 1885-1886 that a 
Provincial Superioress in the person of Sister M. Alphonsa Neuhoff, one of the six original 
pioneers, was appointed for the new Province. She, in turn, was succeeded by Sister 
M. Josepha Dirkmann, who served as Provincial from the year 1900 until her death on 
March 19, 1923. Her place was taken by Sister M. Bernarda Weller, who had served as 
Assistant Provincial under both Sister M. Alphonsa and Sister M. Josepha. 


After Mother Theresa’s death, Sister M. Paula Thomas, who had been her first 
Assistant over thirty years, was elected Superioress General. In April, 1909, Mother 
Paula sent her Assistant, Sister M. Verena Schulte, to make the visitation of the American 
Province. Sister M. Verena succeeded Reverend Mother Paula as Superioress General 


at the death of the former on December 10, 1914. 


The progress of the Community in America had been steady. Within a little more 
than fifty years, the field of labor had spread over so wide an area that the administration 
of the Community became increasingly difficult. At the SQM ve MSs Verena, 


application was made to Rome for the division of the 
American Province, which was granted in December, 
1931. It was divided into two Provinces: the Eastern, 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Province, remained the 
Lafayette Provincial House; and the Western, the St. 
Joseph Province, took up its headquarters at St. An- 
thony’s Hospital, Denver, Colorado, until a suitable 
Provincial House could be erected. 


At this milestone in the history of the Congregation, 
the American branch could point proudly to its sub- 
stantial contribution of heroic work, splendid service, 
and enviable record of progress: two Provincial Houses 
and Novitiates, twenty hospitals and fifty schools scat- 
tered throughout the Western and Midwestern States, 
one home for the aged, three orphanages, and the glori- 
ous achievement of unbroken hours of Adoration be- 
fore the Blessed Sacrament. The Community num- 


MoTHER VERENA 
Mother General 


bered about 900 members carrying on the work that the intrepid little band of six 
Sisters began many years ago in the face of complications and difficulties. 


St. Francis Convent and St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lafayette, Indiana 
S/S 1943 


The blessing in disguise, the outcome of the religious conflict of 1870, hovered steadily 
upon the Community in Germany as well as in America. According to statistics of 1947, 
despite the ravages of war, the two Provinces in Germany under the administration of 
the Motherhouse at Olpe, comprised 122 foundations and 1465 Sisters. At the same 
period of time, the American Provinces were in charge of 78 foundations with 978 
Sisters in service. 

Due to conditions prior to World War II and during it, communication between 
the General Motherhouse and the American Provinces was almost at a standstill. 
However, in 1947, communication was resumed, and delegates from America attended 
the General Chapter held at Olpe in May at which Sister M. Fabiana Schulte was 
elected Superioress General to succeed 
Mother Verena, who remained at the 
Motherhouse in retirement until her 
death, October 23, 1949. At this Chapter 
also (for the first time in the history of 
the Community) an American Sister was 
elected to hold a position in the General 
Chapter to represent the American Prov- 
inces, in the person of Sister M. Emilie 
Wessendorf, who up to the present time 
is Assistant General with headquarters in 
Germany. 


In America, too, the Community con- | 
tinued to flourish steadily after the divi- 
sion of the American Province in 1931. 
Thus this jubilee year marks the fulfill- 
ment of many cherished hopes of the 
members of the Community. The prog- 


ress made during these seventy-five years 
is a strong manifestation that Divine MoTHER FaBIANA 

Providence had ordained the establish- Present Mother General 

ment of the Community in America, had guided it safely through periods of trial, 
and will continue to be the Source of Strength for each and every member of the 
Community. 
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BISHOP’S HOUSE 
DIOCESE OF FORT WAYNE 
FORT WAYNE, IND. 


February 16, 1950 


Mother M. Philotera, Provincial 
St. Francis Convent 
Mishawaka, Indiana 


Pear Mother: 


As Bishop of the diocese in which your Provincial House is 
located, I am, of course, much interested in your Diamond Jubilee, and 
take great pleasure in sending to you not only my own blessing but that 
of the Holy Rther through his personal representative in this country, 
the Apostolic Delegate. 


The Sisters of St. Francis Seraph, of Perpetual Adoration 
have rendered very valuable service to Catholics through their parochial 
schools and even to non-Catholics through their many hospitals, with the 
commercial idea completely relegated to the background. 


Your beginning was emall and your progress difficult over a 
' period of many years, but you have grown into a giant today, and are in 
a better position than ever to train your Sisters both in the art of 
teaching and nursing, and you are providing a retreat of restful repose 
for the many who have grown old in the Commnity,worthy of an honorable 
retirement, 


Praying that Almighty God may richly bless your Order with 
many more vocations, I am, 


Yours sincerely in Christ, 


3 { 7a <p 


Bishop of Fort Wayne 


BisHor Nott, L.L.D.D. 
Bishop of Fort Wayne, Indiana 
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October 4, 1950. 


Most Reverend John F. Noll, D.D. 
Bishop of Fort Wayne 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Your Excellency: 


I am pleased to inform you 
that on the joyous occasion of the celebration of the 
Diamond Jubilee of the Sisters of St. Francis, Seraph, 
of Perpetual Adoration, Mishawaka, Indiana, our Most 
Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has very graciously deigned 
to bestow his special Apostolic Benediction upon all 
the members of the Congregation and upon their relatives 
and friends who Join with them in celebrating this 
memorable anniversary. 


This Blessing is granted as a token of the paternal 
affection of His Holiness in eppreciation of past devoted 
service to the Divine Master and as a pledge of heavenly 
favors for the years which lie ahead. 


While conveying this august message of the Sovereign 
Pontiff I wish to add‘my own personal congratulations and 
good wishes to the Sisters of St. Francis, Seraph, of 
Perpetual Adoration. : 


With sentiments of esteem and with highest personal 


regards, I remain 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 


Archbishop of Laodicea 
Apostolic Delegate 


IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
PROVINCE 


The reorganization of the American Province into two provinces effected a change 
only in the administrative aspect of the Community. Each provincial superior remained 
under the jurisdiction of the Superioress General at the Motherhouse in Olpe, Germany. 
we The Novitiate for the two provinces re- 
mained in the Eastern Province until 
1941. In 1932, Mother Bernarda Weller 
was reappointed Provincial Superioress 
and held this position until her death in 
1941. She was succeeded by Sister M. 
Benigna Malin, who was elected at the 
Provincial Chapter, and in 1947, Sister 
M. Philotera Melrose was elected as her 
successor. 


Interest in the field of education for 
both nurses and teachers progressed. St. 
Francis Normal School continued to 
function at Lafayette as a junior col- 
lege until 1937, when it evolved into a 
regular standard four year liberal arts 
college. In 1941, further advancement 
was made when the former St. Elizabeth 


MOTHER REACT Hospital Training School became an in- 
Provincial Superioress tegral part of St. Francis College. Upon 
1941-1947 the increased admittance of secular stu- 


dents to its student body, the institution was moved to its present location in Ft. Wayne 
in 1944. To help young girls aspiring to the religious life, the School of Aspirants was 
opened at St. Francis Convent, September 8, 1942, with eight Aspirants attending. 

The year 1943 is of great significance, for through the untiring efforts of Rev. 
Columban Kramer, O.F.M., the Community was granted Perpetual Exposition of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. The Sisters rejoiced in a spirit of gratitude for this privilege 
extended to them by His Excellency Most Rev. John Francis Noll, D.D. Christ the 
King began His reign perpetually from His throne on Easter Sunday Eve with a pro- 
cessional and the jubilant hymn: “Christus Vincit, Christus Regnat, Christus Imperat.” 
From that day to this; from the dawn of one day to the dawn of the next; there is never 
a moment when the Lord of Hosts is not engaged in sweet communion with a guard 
of honor. 


St. Elizabeth Hospi- 
falmandhot, Francis 
Convent had always 
been one unit. In 1943, 
the growth in mem- 
bership and the in- 
creased demands upon 
St. Elizabeth Hospital, 
necessitated more spa- 
cious quarters. The 
four-hundred acre 
Carlisle estate, located 
about five miles from 
South Bend, was pur- 


Mount Alverno, 1943 


chased; and on October 2, 1943, the Sisters took possession of the new Convent. On 
October 4, solemn dedication ceremonies were held with His Excellency Most Reverend 


John Francis Noll officiating. 


In April of the following year, the cornerstone of the temporary Convent chapel was 


laid. Within the next two years, St. 
Francis Cemetery was consecrated, and 
Lourdes Grotto was blessed. 

Since the original Convent building 
was inadequate for both Novitiate and 
Provincial House, Mother Benigna, with 
the Provincial Council, began plans for 
a more spacious and substantial building. 
Owing to conditions during World War 


Il, actual work on the new Convent did 
not begin until March, 1949. The cor- — 
nerstone was laid July 26, 1949, and the 


dedication ceremonies planned for Oc- 
tober 4, 1950. 

This date also marks the jubilee cele- 
bration of the Community, a significant 
time that demands above all a spirit of 


gratitude and thanksgiving. It is in this © 


spirit that the Sisters of St. Francis com- 
memorate seventy-five years of service 
in America. 


A 


MoTHER PHILOTERA 
Present Provincial of 
Fastern Province 


MOUNT ALVERNO 


Mount Alverno, in Italy, was a favorite place of retreat for our Holy Father St. 
Francis, where in the peace of a sacred solemnity he communed with his Divine Master. 
Here he sought the necessary strength for his soul and for the souls of his brethren 
destined to lead both a contemplative and an active life in the service of God. The name, 
Mount Alverno, is similarly significant to the Sisters of St. Francis. 


The Provincial Motherhouse of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Province, secluded 
within an atmosphere of serenity and security, away from the distractions of the cities, 
is, indeed, another Mount Alverno. Here are the Novitiate, the schools for Novices, 
Postulants, and Aspirants. Here is the newly dedicated, welcoming Motherhouse —a 
home that shelters and inspires. Surrounding this group of attractive buildings are 
four hundred acres of hilly woodland, orchards, gardens, and farmland. Stately trees, 
shrubs, and flowers show forth the wealth and beauty of God’s handiwork. 


But the Motherhouse at Mount Alverno is more than a delightful place. It is the 
efficient pivot ef the Province. All the offices engaged in the administration of the entire 
Province are located here. Too, it is in the fullest sense of the word a comprehensive 
family home welcoming all—the old and infirm Sisters to spend a quiet, peaceful 
existence after a fruitful life of service; the active Sisters to seek relaxation and spiritual 
vigor by fortifying their-souls-with renewed confidence and zeal in the work of the 
Lord during the annual retreat. Moreover, it is a beautiful home designed to meet the 
needs of a flourishing, expanding Community. 


In the heart of the convent home is the Perpetual Adoration Chapel, a sanctuary of 
never-ending adoration, of petition, and of thanksgiving. Effectively dominating the 
entire scene is the attractively designed Convent Chapel, a monument to the glory and 
omnipotence of Him Who dwells there. Three spacious buildings comprising the 
Motherhouse cluster around this center of inspiration. The entrance to the main building 
is an index to the simplicity and dignity of style found in every department. It strikes 
the keynote of beauty and efficiency seen throughout the entire convent where art and 
skill have conspired to make everything modern and truly Franciscan. The Rectory, 
too, situated among tall evergreens and shrubs, demonstrates the same simplicity and 
artistic beauty. 


In keeping with the attractiveness of the buildings at Mount Alverno, the surround- 
ings, too, are beautiful. Our Lady of Lourdes grotto, the statues of the Sacred Heart 
and of St. Francis of Assisi extend a welcome to the visitors as they ascend the sloping, 
winding road to the Convent entrance, and an invitation to contemplate awhile the 
grandeur of a quiet and peaceful atmosphere. A pleasant pathway leads to the southeast 
end of the grounds and St. Francis Cemetery where trees, flowers, and shrubs seclude 
the hallowed spot and encircle the entire scene. A magnificent Crucifixion Group with 
an altar, at which outdoor religious ceremonies are performed, is erected here. Facing 
the Group are the graves of the Sisters, each with its plain, white cross, the symbol of 
her life of sacrifice lived in unison with Christ and The Cross. A circular pathway winds 
between the altar and the graves to form the Via Dolorosa where life-like groups 
represent the pageant of Eternal Love for mankind. Here the Sisters faithfully remember 
in prayer the deceased Sisters who have passed to their eternal reward. Assuredly, from 
the first to the last moment of her life as a Sister of St. Francis, each member of the 
Community realizes that St. Francis Convent is another Mount Alverno with St. Francis 
of Assisi still pleading for his Spiritual Daughters serving God in the contemplative 
and the active life. 


St. Francis, Campus of Mount Alverno 
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Chapel of Perpetual Exposition 
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Procession of Brides to the Chapel on the Day of Investiture 
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St. Francis Cemetery 


Outdoor Way of the Cross 


Cornerstone Ceremonies 
of new St. Francis Convent 
1949 


Main entrance to new St. Francis Convent Home—a home that shelters and inspires 


Entrance to Driveway 
Mount Alverno 


Rectory 
Mount Alverno 


Grotto of 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
Holy Mass is celebrated here 
on Saturdays and on feasts of 


Our Lady 


FRANCA COLLEGE 


Trinity Hall, St. Francis College, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
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St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lafayette, Indiana 


St. Anthony Hospital, Terre Haute, Indiana 


St. Alexis Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio 


St. Joseph Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee 


St. Joseph Hospital, Logansport, Indiana 


St. Margaret Hospital, Hammond, Indiana 


St. Anthony Hospital, Louisville, Kentucky 
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St. Francis Hospital, Evanston, Illinois 


St. Anthony Home, Lafayette, Indiana 


St. James Hospital, Chicago Heights, Illinois 


St. Francis Hospital, Beech Grove, Indiana 
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St. Michaels Schools Detroit,. Michicane = sie te 1939 


St; Francis College, Latayette, Indiana sen eee eee 1940 
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Go to Joseph 
Help US, Joseph, tn our AUNe, strife; 
Cl op to bas a pure Ae WN ryrocltexe life. 


ARCHBISHOP’S HOUSE 
777 PEARL 
DENVER 3, COLORADO 


February 1, 1950 


To the Poor Sisters of St. Francis Seraph of the Perpetual 
Adoration = 


May I take this opportunity to offer you my sincere 
congratulations on the seventy fifth anniversary of the 
establishment of your Community in the United States of 
America. Founded in Olpe, Germany and originally organized 
as a provincialate in Lafayette, Indiana and in these late 
years with a second provincial headquarters in Denver, your 
Sisters have done gallant work for the Church and for souls 
in many dioceses of the middlewest and west for three 
quarters of a century. Your many flourishing schools, 
hospitals, orphan homes and homes for the aged testify to 
God's blessing on the efforts of your predecessors in re- 
ligion and your own ingenuity, labor and self sacrifice. 


I am happy to testify to the splendid labors of the 
Franciscan Sisters in the Archdiocese of Denver for more 
than half a century and from personal experience know their 
lively interest in education, in hospital care and in the 
welfare of the aged and poor. 


I pray the blessings of Almighty God upon the growth 


and development of the Franciscan Sisters in our west land, 
for the good of the Church and immortal souls. 


Faithfully yours in Christ, 


+ Vivherr ft Vr 


Urban J. Vehr 
Archbishop of Denver 


VEHR 
ishop of Denver 
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ST. JOSEP EGLNON ENG | 


DENVER, COLORADO 


The formal opening of the new St. Joseph Province took place on March 19, 1932, 
with Sister M. Basilia Kugler, who had been Assistant to Sister M. Bernarda at St. Francis 
Convent, Lafayette, Indiana, as its first 
Provincial. 


Headquarters for the Province were 
established at St. Anthony Hospital, 
Denver, but the Novitiate of the Prov- 
ince was still at Lafayette. Due to this 
fact, the growth of the Province was 
hampered as many of the candidates 
who entered the Community the first 


ten years after the division of the 
Province remained in the East. Con- 
sequently, there was no definite separa- 
tion of the Provinces until the opening 
of the Novitiate at Denver in 1941. 


At the suggestion of His Excellency, 
the Most Reverend Archbishop Vehr, 
the Provincial Council met on March 
22nd and drew up a petition to be sent 
to the Holy See for the erection of a 
Novitiate in the Western Province. 
The permission for the canonical erec- 
tion of the Novitiate was granted May 
24, 1941. Alterations were soon under 


way to provide canonical separation of MorTHER M. BAsILIA 
novices and postulants. Consequently, Provincial Superioress 
the last investiture of candidates for 1932- 1947 


the St. Joseph Province at Lafayette was on August 12, 1941, after which seven novices 
began their canonical year at the newly established Novitiate at Denver, and six novices, 
their practical year here. 


Immediate steps were taken for the education of the novices and postulants, so in 
due time, a high school and a junior college were established. 


War conditions made it impossible for the construction of a Western Provincial 


St. Joseph Convent 


House, and since the congested quar- 
ters at St. Anthony’s Hospital were 
inadequate, Oakes Home was pur- 
chased from the Episcopalian Diocese, 
which proves ideal for a Convent. It 
consists of a number of spacious build- 
ings, among them a chapel, a school, 
living quarters for the professed Sis- 
ters, a wing for the Novitiate, and 
another for the Chaplain’s apartment. 


On May 29, 1943, the Sisters took formal possession and solemn dedication ceremonies 
were held on December 14, 1943. A separate department was set aside for the retired 
Sisters until the purchase of Grace Hall, a building across the street from the Convent. 


It is well equipped with a chapel and pri- 


vate rooms which serve as comfortable 
living quarters for the aged Sisters. Oakes 
Home is now known as St. Joseph Con- 
vent, and Grace Hall, as Mother of Grace 
Hall. 


Construction of a mountain home for | 


the Sisters was completed on August 19, 
1941, on a site at Evergreen, Colorado, 
donated for that purpose and named 
“Bonzel Rest” in memory of Mother 
Theresa Bonzel. 


In October, 1943, Hillcrest Inn at , 


Morrison, Colorado, was acquired as a 
donation for the purpose of opening a 
home for the aged. It was opened for 
occupancy in 1944, and is known as 
Mount Elizabeth Retreat, which accom- 
modates forty guests and seven Sisters. 

The School of Aspirants was organized 
August 25, 1944, and was officially opened 
September 5th with eleven aspirants in 
attendance. 


MotTHer M. REGINALDA 


Present Provincial 
of the Western Province 


In September, 1948, Our Lady of Lourdes School, Denver, was opened; the first 
parochial school in the state of Colorado taught by the Sisters of the St. Joseph Province. 

The Provincials of the American Provinces were elected at the Provincial Chapter 
in 1940, the first to be held in the history of the Community after their respective 
Ordinaries had obtained the approval of such an election from the Sacred Congregation. 
Mother Basilia Kugler, who had previously held this position by appointment, was elected 
Provincial Superioress, which position she held until August, 1947, when Sister M. 


Reginalda Gerlach was elected as her successor. 


St. Joseph Convent, Denver, Colorado, 
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Saint Clare Hall, Novitiate 


Western Provincial Motherhouse 


Saint Joseph Hall, Administration Building 


Saint Francis Hall, Hom 
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Christ the King Altar 


(Gia: conguers! Glet reigns! 
Earth’ hingdoms pass! 
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Investiture and Profession Ceremonies 


| St. Joseph Convent Chapel 


JE the spirit O aS ences frue biidiadhors of (Wap enter 
upon an active-contemplative life of charity for all 


Aspirancy, St. Joseph Convent, Denver, Colorado 


Nazareth Hall, Junior College 


ibs b, 


oe 
OS 
5 > 
ice) 
Ss 
Ss 
Y 
“SS as < 
“ ao) nw 
Set Re as 3 
Reese < 
—> S 
Site : 
ww 
ity 
“ee > 
S 5 
~~ 
S 
SS 


Comfo 


Ss 
= 
Ss 
S 
ao) 
3 
RS) 


DE 


Mother of Grace Hall Chapel—Ho 


The Consoling Christ 


Bonzel Rest, Our Mountain Home—Altitude 8100 ft. 


Mount Elizabeth Retreat, Morrison, Colorado 
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College of St. Joseph on the Rio Grande, Albuquerque, New Mexico 


HOSPITALS OF WESTERN EROV INGE 


Bed 
Capacity 

St.i Mary. Hospital,-Columbus, (Nebr0187 9) ee ee 138 
St; Joseph Hospital Omahass Nebte.nlisc 0. ae ee 450 
St; Mary Hospitals Emporias Kans! 6S 2 ene ee To 
St. FrancistHospital, Grand Jsland)=Nebt. 1887 ee 150 
St Francis Elospital, Colorado springs) ©olos,01'8 5 7enneen ee eS 
St..-Anthony Hospital; Denver, Colo.ei8 874s ee 6 235 
St. Elizabeth: Hospital; Lincoln; Nebr 1889). ee ee 220 
St. Mary Hospital; Gallup; NewsMexico.19 17. nee 90 
Good ‘Samaritans Hospitalelvearney, e Nebr 192) 91 
Me. Ehzabeth Retreats Morrison,:@olo:31943.905e ee ee 33 


Original Building 
St. Mary Hospital, Columbus, Nebraska 


St. Mary Hospital, Columbus, Nebraska 


Original Building 
St. Joseph Hospital, Omaha, Nebraska 
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CREIGHTON MEMORIAL 
ST JOSEPHS HOSPITA 


OUR LADY OF VICTORY UNIT 
8) THE BACKGROUND 


St. Joseph Hospital, Omaha, Nebraska 


Original Building 
St. Mary Hospital, Emporia, Kansas 


Si. 


Francis Hospital, Grand Island, Nebraska 


Original Building 


St. Francis Hospital, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
1887 


St. Francis Hospital—1898 


St. Francis Hospital, Colorado Springs, Colorado—1930 


Original Building 
St. Anthony Hospital 
Denver, Colorado 


St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln, Nebraska 


St. Mary Hospital, Gallup, New Mexico 


Good Samaritan Hospital, Kearney, N ebraska 
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SCHOOLS OF WESTERN PROVINCE 


St: Mary School, St..Marty s# Nebraska. eee eee 1881 
St. Bonaventure School, Columbus, Nebraska. eee 1882 
Sacredibleart School;;Emporia, Kansas) aes). oe ee eee 1882 
Se. Bernard Schools St. BernardssINebraskas sn ee eee 1882 
St: Francis :school, Hiumphteys i Nebfaskage sen eee ee 1883 
St. JosephiSchools Platte Center, Nebraska) == eee 1885 
St. Stanislaus. School, Duncan; Nebraska.) se ee 1890 
St.<Michael.School, Farnov,-Nebraskasee ee ee 1891 
Immaculate Conception School, Omaha, Nebraska............00......0.0..... 1897 
St. Boniface SchookaMonterey, Nebraskans ee ee 1900 
Our Lady of Guadalupe School, Pena Blanca, New Mexico................ 1904 
Sc. Joseph’ School MO! peKansas cee 2 eee 1905 
Our Lady of Guadalupe School, Jemes, New Mexico................0....0.... 1906 
Sacred Heart School," Gornleass Nebraskay en ee 1912 
St, Thomas Orphanages lincolipaNebrasia en eneeen ee ere 1912 
St. Anthony Orphanage, Albuquerque, New Mexico........................ 1913 
Sacred Heart Cathedral School, Gallup, New Mexico........................ 1913 
St. Anthony School} Columbus, Nebraska sss ee 1914 
Immaculate Conception School, Cuba, New Mexico.......................... 1916 
St. Stanislaus School) Omaha, Nebraska). ee ee 1920 
St. Francis School alumberton, sNews Mexico see ee 1920 
St. Joseph: School#San Fidel News Mexicommas see 1921 
Sst.-Anthony schoolyZunmeNew wlexicom san oe 1923 
Our Lady of LourdeseSchool Denver, Coloradowss. = a9 1948 


St. Anthony Boys’ Home, Albuquerque, New Mexico 
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The Congregation, with an overall membership of about 2,500, 
of which 1,000 belong to the American Provinces, pays tribute to 
the American pioneering Sisters, their gallant Christian charity, and 
apostolic zeal. Their work will ever be a challenge to others to main- 
tain and continue their devotion in years to come. 

As the American Community completes an epoch of progress, 
it can look back in gratitude and humility upon the past seventy-five 
years of unquestionable service to God and man. Ina spirit of antici- 
pation the Sisters of St. Francis have unbounded hope, that cherish- 
ing always the ideals of St. Francis of Assisi, they may carry on 
with unwavering loyalty to Christ, their King, inspired by the 
exultant truth: 


CHRIS TUSSVINGIT! CHRISTUS REGNAT! 


Christ conquers! Christ reigns! 


CHRISTUS IMPERAT! 


Christ commands! 


Blessing ad St LES Fs 


SE (bt hec sail Leap thee 
| May He show His face to thee and have mercy on thee. 

| May He turn His countenance to thee and give thee peace. 
| Sho Bond Wars Weel 
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